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Sanja M. Joka

Summary
THE POLYSEMOUS FEATURES OF THE VERB UCHIKOMU

This research examines compound verbs of the form V1-komu as unified semantic units
and analyzes their polysemous features across a range of morphological characteristics,
focusing on the verb uchikomu, known for its complex polysemy. The analysis centers
on the relationship between the verb and other elements within the sentence, taking
into account their lexical and grammatical meanings, as well as categorical meaning,
which serves as an intermediary between the two. The study draws on dictionary
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descriptions and examples from literary works. As a result, a general categorization of
the polysemous features of uchikomu and the conditions under which specific meanings
emerge has been formulated. The findings reveal that the polysemy of uchikomu can
be broadly categorized into six primary types: ‘strike and insert into,” ‘strike into an
opponent’s territory,” ‘advance or rush in forcefully,” ‘devote oneself,” ‘practice hitting (a
ball) thoroughly,” and ‘invade an enemy’s territory and split their forces’. The first three
semantic categories exhibit further subordinate meanings. This analysis demonstrates
the process by which new meanings arise through shifts in categorical and grammatical
properties and structural transformations. Consequently, this paper underscores the
importance of incorporating lexical, grammatical and categorical meanings, as well as
the relationships between sentence elements, into linguistic analysis.

Key words:
lexical meaning, grammatical meaning, categorical meaning, polysemy, Japanese,
compound verbs, uchikomu, semantic classification



